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MILITARY VANDALISM.

In the report we yesterday gave of a statement

made by Geo. Early in explanation of the consid¬
erations whioh had induoed him to order the burn-

ing of Chambersburg, in Pennsylvania, that officer

isrepresented to have eaid that he had seen " With
much pleasure, since then, an able article in the
National Intelligencer, which oalled upon the North
to oousider gravely whether suoh a mode of war¬

fare as they had inaugurated is likely to yield a

success commensurate to its oost."
If Gen Early's opportunities for reading the

National Intelligencer were as good and as frequent
as they were in the days when he was, as he re¬

calls, "an old-line Whig," or even when, as a de¬

legate in the Virginia Convention from Franklin

county, he " zealously opposed and voted against
the ordinance of secession," he would have been in

» position to know that,* as well bejore as since the

burning of Chambersburg, we have set our faees

steadfastly against all barbarism and vandalism in

the prosecution of the present unhappy war. We
have never been slow to condemn the outrages
committed by our forces in the 8outh, whether as

seen in the abuse of helpless women and children
ftnd unarmed men, or in the wanton destruction of

either publio or private property. We know that
there is a class of distempered " loyalists" who see,
or profes* to s?e, in any animadversion on excesses

committed by Federal troops the traoes of "sym¬
pathy with the South" or of "tenderness towards

rebels," but we should suppose ourselves to have

lived to little purpose if wo could allow the vaga¬
ries of suoh minds to deter us from the expression
of sentiments oommon to every man of humane m-

stinots, and whioh are vivid and deep according to

every man's enlightened devotion to the Uuionv
We fear it is true, as Gen. Early says, that Gen.

Hunter, in his recent raid on Lynchburg, " caused

widespread ruin wherever he passed." All the

aocounts from Union sources confrm the state¬

ment. And we have generally observed that the

destruotiveness visited by officers like Gen. Hun¬
ter and Gen. Milroy on defenceless persons and on

private property is about in proportion to their in¬

efficiency against the enemy in arms. They scorn

to be aware that they must do something to satujy
the public, and, not being able to win battles and

make conquests in the military sense of these

words, they betake themselves to the cheap resorts

of license and violence against defenceless "sym¬
pathizers with the rebellion" who come within
their power-knowing very well that any license
\nd violence of this kind will be sure to conciliate
for them the favor and admiration of that class of

«loyalists" to whom we have referred above. And

perhaps they hope, under the cover of praise- won

fiom this quarter, to soreen themselves from the
v

dissatisfaction of their military superiors.
We take great pleasure in saying that we believe

both President Linooln and the Secretary of W ar

deplore these proceedings of some of our oomman-
*

ders in the 8outh. V e have understood that our

military authorities promptly revoked some of the
recent lawless orders of Gen. Hunter for the ban-

ishment of certain persons in Frederick, Maryland,
who had become obnoxious to his resentm nts, and
the act of levocation, whether immediately due to

the President or to the Secretary of War, reflects
' h0n0r upon them both, for we presume they both

concurred in the propriety of restraining General
Hunter's inhumanity and assumptions of power.
For we do not need to say that all wanton vio-
lenoe oommitttd by our troops sgainst persons or

property in the South is in direct and palpable
eontempt of the President's commands to the oon-

trary. In his proclamation of April 15,1861, af¬
ter saying that the first service assigned to the
forces then called out would probably be to rcpos-
fess the fort-, plaoes, and property which have

,been seized from the Union, he was careful to add
.s follows:

.« And in e*ery evmt the utmost care will be o\ -

terv d, consistently with the objects ajoresaidtlo~

avoid any d vacation, any destruction of or in¬

ter/trence with property, or any disturbance of
peacjul citizens of any part oj the country.

But it may be said that this injunction was issued
before the war had become flagrant, and does not ap¬
ply to the present military status. How little ground
there is for suoh a reply may be seen in the fact that
in his " General Instructions," isHUcd through the
War Department under this head on the 22d of

July, 1862, and addressed to all our "military
V

commanders within the States of Virginia, North
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi;
Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas," the President,
while authorising them " in an orderly manner to

#eise and use any property, real or personal, which

may be convenient or necessary for their several
oommanda, for supplies or for other military pur¬
poses," added : " And while property may be de¬
stroyed for proper military objects, none shall be

">. destroyed in wantonness or mahc*."
Every offioer, therefore, who either destroys or

. permits his troops to destroy private or publio pro-
* party " in wantonness or malice" is as much amo-

nable to military justioe for a disobedience of the
President's order as he is subject to the condem¬
nation of his countrymen and the scorn of the
civilised world. And.it is a source of profound
regret to us that the President, animated as we

- know him to be by humane impulses, djes not
tftke some measures to vindicate his authority on

' this subject, and rescue his orders from the con¬

tempt into whioh they have fallen, llo would
equally eonsult his own good fame and tho inter¬
ests of the Union oause by doing so.

. arrival OF REBEL OFFICERS.
The mail ateamer Keyport arrived about eight o'clock

yeaterday morning from City Point with maila and paaaen
gars. Rome four ot4ve hundred priaonera, mostly Mouth
Carolinians and Miaaiaaippiana, taken on 8undsy last by

ft the Fifth Corpa, were brought down to City Point on Mon"
»> afternoon, and tile offioora among them, forty-two in

nunber. including Lient Colonela Payne, 16th Miaaiaaippi;
Blake, 87th Sooth Carolina; and Major Bell, 12th Miaaia-
Slppi, were brought np on the Keyport, in charge of Lieut.
ItlsseU, Mew York State Militia.

PEACE-BHEAKING AND PEACE MAKING.

It will be remembered that the New York Tri¬
bune a few days ago expressed the opinion that
" two thirds of the people on each side of the di¬
viding line anxiously, absorbingly desire peace,
and are ready to make all needful sacrifice$ to
iftsvre it." At the same time it proposed to remit
the question of peaoe into the hands of the " rebel
ohief" on the one side and of Presidont Lincoln on

the other, though being perfectly aware that
neither of these parties can or will feffeotuate the
anxious, absorbing desire of the country.

Recurring to the discussion of this subjeot in its
number of Monday last, the Tribune siys:
" President Lincoln, we understand, believes that DO

peaoe i« uow atuiuable that is Dot baaed oo diauoion;
ttud be holds that he haa no p'wer, aa he certainly baa do
iuclioatioo, to assent to such a peaoe. Heuoe bia refusal
to receive the rebel commissioners except oo conditions
Co whicb I bey were uuprepared to accede. We think he
errrd id thia -that be should not only have received but
invited auy proposition Ihey were or should be empowered
t . make.the more emoting aod unfavorable the better fi r
the natiooal oause. But the Intelligencer has no right t >

assume tbat we hold the preservation of slavery oue of the
neoesanry and proper bases of p-aoe. Tbat i« the Iotelli-
genoerV own v.ew.not our*. We iodioate no conditions
aod no bases, desiring to Ifave our Governmeat wholly un¬
embarrassed by voluoteer suggestions on tu/bead

" We know do allowable, no practicable mode of adjust¬
ing such atrife as that now convulsing the country other¬
wise tban through the sctiou of the constituted or recog¬
nised authorities on either aide, iisd we h«>ld the ohief
obstacle to the paofication of our oountry to be the abject
submission of tbe boutberu whites to tbe sway of Jeffer¬
son Davis and his confederates in the wiched, wanton,
causeless inauguration of this atrocious war Let tbose
whites evince a disposition to treat with us otherwise
thao through Davis & Co., and we warrant its prompt re¬
ciprocation."
When the New York Tribune refuses to i: em¬

barrass" the Government by 11 volunteering sug¬
gestions" on any " head," we may safely take it for
granted that its views under that " head" are in a

very indefinite and unformed shape. On subjects
.bout whioh it has strong and positive oonolusions
it never manifests any such consideration for " the
Government," but has lootured the President in
terms which on one notable occasion drew from
him a public remonstranoe addressed to its editor,
and the fear of similar embarrassment was equally
confessed by the President when in his interview
with the Border States representatives he told
them the time had.not yet oome for him to break
with "the Greeley faction." If the Tribune will
"indicate no conditions and no bases" as being
either necessary or propor to secure peaoe, it is
safe to say that it does

, not purpose to "embar¬
rass" itself any more than the President in ulti¬
mately advocating "the best attainable peace" with
or without slavery and with or without Union.
We know of no other subject on which our out¬

spoken contemporary practises a similar pru-
denoe. And we think it only just to say that
there is no journal in the country which oan so

consistently as the Tribune take the lead in advo¬
cating a disunion peaoe. To do so, it need but
reour to the familiar maxims it inculcated at the
very threshold of the secession agitation. For
instance, on the 9th of November, 1860, it said:

" If the Cotton States shall become satitfbd tbat they
can do better r>ut of the Union than in it tee insi-.t on let-
ling them go in peace. The right to secede may be a rtvo

lulionaiy one. Bl T IT EXISTS ftEVKKTHfe.Lfr.Kg. . . .

We must ever resist the right of auy State to remain in
tbe Uoion and nullity or dely the laws thereof. To with¬
draw fhom the Union is QDItk another matter ;
at d whenever a considerable section of our Union ah all
deliberately reaolve to go out WE shall resist all co¬
ercive MEASURES DESIGNED TO Kfc.EP IT IN. We h> pe
never to live in a KepuOlic whereof one section is pinued
to another by bayonets."

That distinguished advocate of disunion in Vir-
ginia, the Hon. Willouohby Newton, in a let¬
ter adcresscd to the editors of this journal undtr
date of November 21, 1860, and published in the
Intelligencer of November 24th of that year, en¬

closed to us at the time the number of the Tribune
containing the article from which the* above cita¬
tion is taken, aod in the course of his letter refer¬
red to the comparative views of the Tribune and
Intelligenoer on the subject of seoession as follows.
We quote from Mr. Newton's letter:

.* Pardon me for ¦ ymg that tbe views of the Intelligen¬
cer on >bi* aubject aeem to me to be crude nod not uell-
0<iD*idertd. '1 y savor of the dark agua, and are much
more io accordauoe with tbe teaching* of the de«p»tirma
of ltie Old World than with the liberal idea* of tbia free
Kepublic, in which it baa been generally conceded that
mn.ii la capable of aelf government and that oomuiunitiea
bare a right to select for th«m-elvea tbeir own irtatitutiona,
and to iefi»rm, alter, or aboiiab tbem, aa they may eeem
neceasary to promote their happineaa and atfety I com¬
mend to your carrful attmtin a vry tentible article from
the New York Tribune vh ch I tnclot' to y«u f r pubhca
turn. an authority to ichicu I do not tifien refer hut which,
/ pmume, will (>t rtctivd w ihovt quctium in thit ditrut
turn, ttimilar sentiments, if I nimtake not, weie expieare't
a few year* ago in ibo Senate of tbe United biatea by Hen-
atora Wade ard Fessendeo. But this by tbe way. " Nul-
lius addictut .jurare in vtrba magitlri," I pn>c-ed to dia
cum the queauon on principle. 1 effirui that a State hat a

right to ttcede from the. Uninn / and at a corollary, t(
would be wrong in my human potter to attempt by coercion
to prev nt the cjcercue v/ the right. To^6ne whoa. mind ia
thoroughly imbue<1 wnb a knowledge of the bintory, na

tuie, ai.d conditions of tbe Federal compact tbia proposi¬
tion seems ao plain that it ia almoat axiomatic."
When the Tribupe expresses the opinion that

" the chicf obstacle to the pacification of our

country " is to be sought in " the abjeot submis¬
sion of thrf" Southern whites to the sway of Jef¬
ferson Davis and his confederates/' it gives us a

good opportunity to rbmind that journal that beforo
the outbreak of the war it contributed very largely,
according to the measure of its influence, to create

the conditions of that *' abject submission " by in¬
culcating dootrines which justified the sepession of
the Southern States equally with the secession of
the thirteen United Colonies from Great Britain.
For instanoe, on the 17th" of December, I860, it
said :

"If it [the Dec'aration of Independence]justiftea tbe
secession from the British empire of three miilinoa of Co
loniatk in 17?fl we do not see why it would not juttify the
tece.ition ofJive million t of Sauthfont Jrom the federal
Union in 1861. If we are uiiataken on thia point, uhy
does not some one attempt to show wherein and vhy?
For our own part, while we dery the rigbt of slaveholders
to hold plavea sgainat the will of the latter.' we cannot tee
how twenty miltmm rf people can rightfully hold ten, or
i pen live, in a detested Unton with them, by military force."

« . . « .

" Iftrven or eight contiguous Statct thall preient them-
telvet authentically at Wathington, mying, ' We hate the
Federal Union; we have withdrawn from it; we give you
the cbttioe between acquiescing n our secets on and arrang¬
ing amicably all incidental questions on the on-* hand, and
attempting to subdue us on the other '.we. could not t'and
up for coercion for tuhjligation, for tse. do not ihink it
would bt jutt. We ho d ihe right Ot self-government, enn
when invoked in b> half of thoie who deny it to olkert. 8o
much fur ibe question ol principle."
And on the 23d of February, 1861, a few days

before the acoessiou of Mr. Lincoln to the Prcsidoncy,
he Tribune re-affirmcd those opinions. It then
said:

" We. have repeatedly taid and we one* more in tint. that
the great principle embodied by Jefferson in tbe l>»olara-
tion of American Jiidflpundenoe that Governments derive
their Juat powers from »he conaentof the governed ia aound
and juat; and that / the Slave Statct, the Cotton State!. or
the i<ulf Statet only chote ia form ah independent natim
TIIBY IMVkACI.MR MORAL KIOHT TO I><> MO When
ever it ihall be clear that the gnat body of the Southern
people have become eonc'utirely alienated from the Union,
and anxioui to etcapefrom it, Wi WILL DO OUR B|8| To'
FOAWAUD IliJtW TlgWi,''

If, therefore, thcr. wm, in th. beginning .f the
seoeMion movement, an "abject .ubmi..ion" on

e pert of tbe 8outh.ro white, "to the sway
of Jefferson Deri, end hi. confederates," it is
sufficient «h.t the " rebel chief" lid ,'
T?:;"* m°r<> .uUPok»° 'tan the New York

Southern minT^'* "" "" * h»W " «>°

lh.A°drM """ B0TW,"int >»¦ resulted in wer,

" doJ'i.T: Whe'her wi"ingly or unwittingly, hu
.iouTi1 L10 '0r""d of "*» -ooe.

.houldlt be" 0C,tlng * oi,il P°lieJ which,
evitable )

p"P',"1»teJ. mu.t render dilution in-
" b?...de"D« U-»» «<> P6*06 forever in,,

possible. It he. done ea muoh by its infatuated
eou..eb since the war« before it to promote the

"thel rrr of ih*south<'"' »"*« <«

« let ZZ D"» " " « vain to .ay

u. " whil
" ' 68 evinoa * disposition to treat with

'

,

°° 0n]J' *" Incentives but all induco-
nt, t. .uoha disposition have been taken away.

The ¦, ribune .peed, it, arrow very wide of the
"" .j* ;";"7in8 willingness to refer all

Iuth" l k \ " 'he Nor,h" ""i "the
South to the arbitration of a National Convon-
tioo. It feels constrained to add that
.i^JS^SSZtg^'.»>t. resdnrs

Pre.ideHtLncoln^ h^nS«£ldK? ,hrt Tribu,,e but

it. fepieaentativea in the °pIL?Tbi'CaD part*' lhrou*h
wise, propose tT.ubmU'an^ ?onff-r«n^' oth"r
the North and the &outh to thi ^ a ,Ma* betw<>en

Convention' »f . National
tad bran >p,lt or a doUaf'. d.'"P »f W»W
this most ueedlesa war R.t n t

of Pr"Pe'"ty destroyed in

repel an, suchSK£j?tS' i"V'* ""

Intelligencer's type ralT«d I'll »», ,
Unt0»"f also of the

even Kentucky wbieh Vi. the,r,forces to vote it down-

now voting solid against it." proposed this resort,

7" !'1" 'm'e 10 "» proposition of a
Convention of Slate, to be osllcd for the purpose

and 'tt 'h°d1"put6 ^'"eoo the Slaveholding
IrLeZl g 8UtM' We "¦"P'J
aver.0 to the .pint in whioh that proposition was
originated at the time, oonoeived J it'wasinZ
opinion, merely for the purpose of privon i

.

sn^n 08 0fJ",° PM" Conference from" re!
wg.definite solu,i<"' of our troubles,

e could not fail to observe that the peculiar pa-

rit ;r0P0,iti0» «" 'hat time were amongthoso who bad sought to render the Pe,00 Con
ferenco a nullity, and the spirit of whom was per-
hap. justly reSected by Mr. Senator Chandler,
when be wrote as foliowa fa n

Michigan:
8 Governor of

.^t?1wh:;*rtr*- b»<
Khode I.laod are cavin* \n lnA ?J' ®*«d
Illinois, and now they bp* U8 for oJ" ""ae danger of

to their reacue, and. gave tk, » u-
e o«>n»e

rupture. I hype you wilt tend ttxfJbfrl ^ PaTty ^°m
wliole thing kai vottofi u» iM{ *

^ men or none. The
«od in thin am< ke Still I hf.n. ^ Jud<fmer,r. will

<T «m., irM., th.Vyoi«.
ofthe manufacturing SUL ^ delega' ea Some

ful. In 4«" ""St fi?ht .»ld I"

Union teiU not be icorth'm rush."
* d lttlinV tk"

Kven so Wise a statesman as Mr. Chaae took
Wha we conceive to be an inadeSaate view of this
great question when he deplored :he prevalent die-
position to "compromise," and quieted hi. sympa-

Irion, of
f SU" ^"'ootsts by consider,

ation. of comparat.ve political adv.ut.ge. The
reader will understand that we refer to the follow-

«°ukW^°h ^ "r0'e 0" *.'iDS '» W.»h,n;-
tou to take hi. .eat . the Peace Conference .

our room tu-ninht.Ktb^r dff« *nH m? tf°,eD^*fe b®#'D 111

Adauis *nd Briatow ol ¥ nm l n ? ". TrnneSaee ;

lit*, -nd o,h7r. Nor h Caro
reason vhy toe should tacrihr,

Ie ^ 9tr no

'Lhelp them, jor Teipor^
When, therefore, Mr. Ch.c and'hU«

"end. sought to postpone the deliberations of ihc
Peace Conference by proposing to remit all out¬
standing question, to the umpirage of a National
Convention, we d,d not .0 muoh oppose tbe ,06.
-once a, the opportunitv and the on.mn. of the
proportion. We are glad to believe that it was

supported by ,fc. i. good faithj bot w0 00n|() not
or I III. reason lower our view, to take in only the
party aspect, of the question when we were more
oonoerned to preserve the Union from division
than the Republican party from rapture. The
political leader, who, after deliberately weighing
tbe integrity of the Union in one .do and the

i0 "" o'hcr' dcl'Oerat.lj
struck the balancc in favor of t ic latter, were not
the men whose led we o.rcd to follow, e.peci.11,
"hen there wore so many patriotio Kepoblioans
who set us a different example.
7he Secretary of the Treasury returned to

the seat of government on Saturday evening last
from bis visit to the North.

HON. CHARLES MASON.
The name of this able, patriotic, and pure-minded gen

tleman waa suggested by the Cooititational Union of laat
evening, in tbe annexed paragraph, an a suitable candidate
for tbe Cb csgo nomination, it wouU bo a fortunate re¬

public that could always be favored with aa .enlightened
and virtu >u« a citizen for ita Chief Magistrate :

Hon Ckarle$ Mason, of Iowa, for tht Presidency .W*
hear ir»<juent mention ot thr name of Hon. Charles Ma-
.on, of Iowa, aa that wbicji it li^rly to be honored with the
nomination of tbe Chicago Convention if the policy of nomi¬
nating a civilian prevails with tb«t body. No betttfT man
eould be presented.

THE TROUBLES IN JAPAN.
Accounts from Jtaoagawa represent affairs there m at'll

unsettled, and atate that it wai only in eonsequence of tbe
presence of a large fleet that an outbreak was prevented.
The Japanese Government seemed very determined in
Iheir tfl irts to c'ose that port, and had even officially
slated to the Iiritjoh Minister that it waa easeniial in
order to preserve peace. The same statement had been
uiade to the French Minister, and threatening language
used. There was a eordial co-operation between the Mm
isters of the United States, Qreat Britain, Franre, and
tbe Netherlands, who had held a number of conferences,
and were agreed aa to the poliov to be pursued, and were
making united efforts to checlf the policy which the Ja¬
panese Government were disposed to earry out. Iu addi
lion to tbe British fleet already in tbeae waters the British
ship-of-war < onqueror, with a battalion of marines, was
expected daily. Thia would Rive the British fourteen
ihips and fifteen hundred men. There were besides a
French cervette.the Duplex.and two Dutch eormtea
in port. The American Minister has asked that ahips maybe sent to bim aa soon as possible, as it is necrssary that
a fbow of force should be kept up by all the Powers
having treities with Japan.

A SWORD TO ADMIRAL FARRAGUT.
The sword prepared by the Union League of the city of

New York for Rear Admiral Farragut waa delivered to the
Admiral on the 94th of June. In reply to the committee,
the Admiral return* his thanks for the beautiful present,
and says:
" Next to the feeling of having done your dnty, is that of

knowing that your efforts are appreciated by your country¬
men. 1 reeeive tkia gift as one of thoae gratifying eviden¬
ces, and tou may reat aaaured, gentlemen, that It WiU be
duly oheriaked by jour otodiMt wrvant."

THIS CHICAGO CONVENTION.
We presented to our readers a few days ago

some of the general reflections inspired in our
mind by the near approach of the Chicago Con¬
vention, to whioh men of all parties are looking
with equal intensity of interest, if not with the
same expectations and hopes founded on the result
of its deliberations.
We think it hardly too muoh to say that

this assemblage will hold the hearts of the peo¬
ple in its hands, and, according as its oounsels
shall seem to be prompted by the spirit of a com¬

prehensive and oatholio patriotism, or by the spirit
of faction and dissension, it may oount upon the
judgment whioh will be pronounoed on its labors.
Men's thoughts no longer run in the old phannels.
Party names have lost all their power to charm.
The people are every where looking for a leader
who will offer them, under his guidance, the pros¬
pect of an escape from the terrible evils by whioh
the country iB environed. The pe<*p|e, we say,
want a leader, a man " with heart, head, and hand"
equal to the crisis in whioh he shall be callod to
aotf.a ^nan who by his native qualities or by his
antecedents shall inspire confidence not only in his
disposition but in his oapaoity to bring healing to
this distracted land.
Many names have been canvassed, in publio or

in private, with referenoe to the honor of a nomi¬
nation by that Convention. Among them we need
but enumerate tho names of Major General Mc-
Clellan, Ex-President Fillmore, Governor Sey¬
mour, of New York, Mr. Justice Nelson, of New
York, Ex-President Pierce, Hon. Robert C.
Winthrop, of Massachusetts, Hon. Edgar Cow¬
an, of Pennsylvania, Judge Georoe W. Wood¬
ward, of Pennsylvania, Hon. James Guthrie,
of Kentucky, and several others. It is not our

intention to canvass the merits of any one of these
distinguished gentlemen, muoh less to institute
any comparisons among them. But the mere ar-

ray or combination of these names is instructive
for the light they shed on the completeness with
which tbe ^ast-iron moulds of party have been
fused by the fires of the ordeal through which the
nation is now passing. For here are men belong¬
ing to all " parties," as parties have been hereto¬
fore known among us down to the present time,
and yet these members of several different political
organizations are supposed, amid many differences
on other points, to share such an identity of opin¬
ion with regard to the emergent issues of tbe hour
that all former discriminations are now lost in the
simple question, "What docs he think of the Ke-
publio ?"

If the choice of the Convention stu uld fall on

any one of the soldiers who have signalized their
devotion to the Constitution and the Union by ser¬

vice in defenoe of both on tho tield of battle, it
caunot be doubted, we think, that that choioe
will rest on Major Gen. McClellan.a man who
more fully than any other among his oom-

rades in-arms has evinced from the first a clear per¬
ception not only of the magnitude of the contest in
which wejue engaged, but also an insight into the
principles on which it should be condtioted and
the ends to whioh it should be direoted. He has
ever reoognised the faot that a wise and just oivil
policy is the necessary compleineot of military
force, however gigantio the latter may be io its
proportions, while the persecutions of whioh he has
been made the object, and the unjust obloquy by
whioh he has been persistently followed, combine
with the popular traits of his character to give him a

powerful hold upon the hearts of the soldiers whom
he has led and of the people whem he has served.
There is a magnetism in his name whioh betrays
its preseuce and its power alike in the walks of
civil life and in the oamp wherever his namo is
mentioned; and when we consider how his popu¬
larity has constantly grown under tho studious ef¬
forts of his enemies to destroy his reputation, we

may readily infer that he has in his character as

many elements of streogth as of enthusiasm.
Among the eminent civilians whom we have

classified in the category abovo given we shall not
be suspected of making an invidious distinction
if, in giving expression to old personal and politi¬
cal attachments, wo point in the first place to tho
commanding qualities whioh Ex-President Fill¬
more wonld bring to the difficult duties of the
high office for which he is again suggested, after
having onoc filled it with such oonspiouous wisdom
and ability in a day requiring talents and states¬

manship not un!iko those whioh are demanded by
the present and the impending crisis. He is a

man singularly qualified, by the habits of his mind
and by the traditions of his life, to deal with ques¬
tions that call for the exeroise of the highest wis¬
dom in oounscl utited with firmness in aotion.
Possessing a weight of oharaoter and a tenacity of
resolve which would enable him in tho futuro as

in the past to moderate against the extremes of
opinion in whatever direction they might tend, ho
would keep a steady hand on the helm in the foul¬
est as in the fairest weather, and ii the ship of
State oan be n-scuod from the breakers into whioh
she hts fallen, we may be sure that he would leave
nothing undone whioh it is in the power of brave
and skilful pilotage to aooomplish.

In thus adverting to these two names.the one
that of a soldier and the other that of a civilian
we again repeat that we intend no disparagement
to any of the other eminent names whioh have been
mentioned in oonneotion with this exalted station,
and the terms in which we have referred to both
are inspired so little by partisanship or personal
favoritism that we do not doubt yir tribute to each
would be endorsed by none more heartily and fully
than by those who have distinction and merit
enough to be named as their competitors for tho
honor in question. ,

If we abstain from any particular allusion to the
qualifications whioh Gov. Seymour may be justly
supposed to p ssess for the next Presidency, it is
only because we understand from the Albany Argus,
a paper supposed to be in his confidoncc, that ho is
not a candidate for tho nomination, and will not

permit his name to be brought before the Conven¬
tion. Mr. Justioe Nelson has long bocn as well
as he is favorably known for the learning and in»
dependence whioh ho has brought to tho discharge
of his duties on tho benoh of the Supreme Court.
In ordinary times we have not been io favor of
looking to this benoh for Presidential candidates,
as its assessors, io renouncing political preposses¬
sions when they take their pUoe upon it, may be

also supposed to htve renounced political aspira¬
tions. But in the present time it may bs justly
held that it is precisely this quality of an incum¬
bent of the bench which would lit him for the' dis¬
charge of duties requiring in a still higher sphere^if not in a higher degree, the attributes of the just
and inflexible judge.
Of Ex-President Pi*rck, of Mr. Winthrop,

of Mr. Cowah, Mr. Woodward, Mr. Guthru,
and of the others who have been named for the
next Presidency, we oannot undertake to speak
more particularly than to say that, representing in
their several names all the different ahades of
opinion whioh have formerly divided the people of
this country into different political parties, they
to-day stand, as we believe, on a common plat-
farm, whether regard be had to objeots and ends of
the great struggle in whitfh "the country is engaged,
or to the agencies by whioh Union and Peaoo can
alone be restored to our distraoted land. Eschew¬
ing foroe as the sole means of restoring the one or
the other, but not denying its just place in legiti¬
mate government, they would, we believe, all rely
more on moral than on physical forces for the ad-
justment of those bases on which alono can be
founded a peace that shall be enduring and a Union
that shall be worthy of the name.
We suppose that the Chicago Convention, fol¬

lowing the example of its predecessors in late years,
will feel called to construct what, in modern par¬
lance, is known as u a platform." Our readers
know tl at we have no great respect for this spe¬
cies of political struoture. Platforms have always
seemed to us a clumsy dovice for the elevation of
small men into a conspicuousness whioh they
would never have received from the dignity of their
characters or the t minenoe of their public services.
As has been well said by another, " they are oom-

monly made in times of high excitement, under a

pressure of circumstances, and with the view to
oonoiliatc present support rather than to establish
a permanent system of principles and line of policy
for the future good government of the country.
The Conventions which form them are transient
in their nature; their power and influence are con¬
sumed in the using, leaving no continuing obliga¬
tion upon their respective parties. And henoe we
need not wonder that platforms, so made, are hardly
ever acted upon in practice." In illustration of
this truth, we need but advert to the fact, already
signalized by us a few weeks ago, that, on com¬

paring the Baltimore Republican platform with tie
Chicago Republican platform of four years ago, we
find the only plank oommon to both to bo that
whioh exoites the least popular interest now, viz.
the resolution in favor of the Pacific railroad. And
how little effeot the most elaborate platforms have
in establishing a permanent system of principles
or lino of policy for the conduct of the Govern¬
ment, to be observed by those who aro elevated to
power on such foundations, wo may read in the
tignificant fact that the Republican majority of tne
present House of Representatives unanimously
voted down, at the late sestion of Congress, one of |
the "planks" of the Republican platform of four
years ago, and which waa brought forward by a
member of the Opposition for reafi&rmance,as con¬

taining sound doctrine. Whatever may be con¬
tained in the ooming Chioago platform or omitted
from it will be little reason among sensible persons
for either supporting or opposing the man who
may be nominated by the Convention. Ihe peo¬
ple will look to (he man htmntJj, not to the decla¬
rations of those who nominate him, when they
se rch for the grounds of their confidence as to the
principles on which he will administer the Go¬
vernment. What would a " platform" add to the
stature of a W ashington, or of an Adams, or of a

Jtffcrson, or of a Madison, or ol a Monroe? On
this poiot we endorse the following judicious sug¬
gestions made to the Chioago Convention by tho
Boston Courier :

.. Tb« Convention ought not to be an arena for debate, or
for any perianal display on the part of any of ita members,
however en.incut or however able. We hope there will
be no speech made there, eio«*pt of a ainctly bu«mesa
character, tor the elucidation of matters directly before
the asaembly. We hope that the session will not be 1< ng
l here ia no good reason why a sing'e day should not be
amply sufflcent lor the organ!taiion, the nominitioo of
candidate*, and the adoption of any brief aod aiwp'e d-o'a
ration of priuo.plea whioh inaf be acceptable to the Con-

'""Wtruth ^ p<H»p|« want do elaborate amplification of
political prineplea «>o thia tcrasion. They uuderstand
uertectly well Juat what ia the obj-ct to be aceuuipltah-d,
namely, the removal of thia Administration and the sub«tt
tutiou of a bet er, and they will look with much more in
tereit upon tiie nomina'iuna than upon any eipreaaion of
opinion by the '1 hry do not o*r« to be puiilrd
or delayed by lengthens! dWqmai i«ua, or even to listeu to
a recapitulation of the enormitiea perpetrated by the Ad
in ni-traiioo. These are in all m-n'a minds and memories
or, if not, they will be sufficiently dwelt upon in tta course
ol the canvasa.

" We desire to aee nothing propoaed by the Convention
about which men with the same holiest object ia view «%a
reasonably differ. That ohject with all such men will be
siuiply the reatorat on of the Union upon the baaia of ihe
Constitution, and all details aa to the method by «h ch
thia purpose i* to be effected may properly be deferred, as
they cannot be acted upou, until the new offiseraare choaeu
aud the Administration ia actually inaugurated."

MILITIA LAW OF PENNSYLVANIA.
Tbe Legislature of Pennsylvania has just passed a orw

militia law, id substance an follow* :
"The Governor to call out fifteen regiment* for State

service immediately, and, if not furthcoming by volunteer
ing to draft od the Uni ed S'ates enrolment witb no ex¬
emption* whttever, whether of pernio* who have paid
commutation* to the United State* or not, except *aob ¦*
are apparently abaolateiy disabled. Appoiritmeuta of coin*
titioaioued officer* by tbe Governor, lhe conference com¬
mitters recommend a mij pl-m-iit requiring certain d#y»
ol muiiter and a fine of five dollar* on each State guard
who doe* not furnith hi* owu uniform."

Col. T 0. Dicfiw, of the 8ixth New York cavalry, (acfc
ing Brigadier General of the aecond brigade, Merritt'*
division,) under order* from Gen. Merritt, preaented yes¬
terday to tbe Secretary of War two battle fi«g« captured
by thi* brigade at the battle of Front Royal, on tbe 16th
inatarit, in which the Colonel wax wounded. Th- ffcga
belonged to Kershaw'* division and Wickam'* cavalry bri¬
gade of Fill Hugh Lee'* division.
The Secretary expressed his gratification in acknow¬

ledging the numerous gallant and meritorious services of
Col. Uevm, of which he gave earnest by an appointment as

Brevet Bigadier General for gallantry in th« field.
The sergeant and privates whose prowess personally

aerured the colors were presented to Mr. Stanton, who
Courteously thanked tbeia for their gallantry and directed
a medal to be presented to earh with hia name engraven
thereon.
There have been but few actions of tbe cavalry of the

Army of the Potomac wherein Col. Devln ha* not appear¬
ed conapiouous for courage, and we are gratified tfcJearn
that the merits of ai> offloer who hia participated in more'
than forty battle a are appreciated by the Secretary of
War.

The Richmond Examiner of the 16th says that the total
number ot Yankee prisoner* in tbe Libby was eight hun¬
dred aod twenty seven, including sixty-fov negro prison
era. forty-loir officers are held there,

MODERATORS OF OPINION.
From an artiole on London Editors and Political

.Writers, contained in a late number of the London
Society Magazine, the New York Observer cites
the following passage :
" One iot of editor. see in Lord Palmer*ton and Earl

Ruanall models of .upernal wiadoui, white aether *et are
equally certain that Lord Derby and Mr Di.raeli can
Bever to wrong ; and neither ooe nor the other are awake
to the great fact that the English people, taken ». a whole,
are of no party ; that they away to he one aide or the other
according an the acta of either attract their favor or rouae
their indghation, and that that Journal wHI, other things
being equal, commaud ihe widest and the rno.t laatiug
popularity which impartially distributes its app au.« or
censure, not according to the name of the agent, but to
merit* of the act "

The Observer justly says that this generaliza¬
tion has some large measure of truth in it, as ap¬
plied to onr own oountry. Our party newspapers
are just as blind to the merits of their opponents
as British editors; and it thinks that our people-
are Bountensely devoted to party that " they are,
as a whole, almost as blind as their blind leaders.
Of oourse, it follows that independent journalism
stands a poorer ohance of suooess here than it docs
in England. Probably in no oountry in the world
is the despotism of political party more stringently
enforced and more patiently endured than here."
Our contemporary prooeeds to say :

» This ia evident from the spirit of intolerance with
which all attempts at independent c.uicum of men and?.r«. *r« frowned upon and rebuked by men of all
parties. It ia held to be impo*.ible for a man to differ
honestly in opinion from the temporary leader, of the
party When thetecbangeall mutt.change,atd the io>ner
the better for the change.. Very few men, of any party,
are willing that the favorite doct.iue. or measure. of theleaders of their party-hall be re.i.ted, and ih«y regard
the newspaper that attempt, .uch resistance a. nece*.a,
nlv uThe iSLre.t of the other p.rty. Ibey do not r..eEI, the dignity of character that acknowledge, the right
and duty of free discussion aud the honest expression of
oniuion '1 hey would have every man think a. they think,
»r »ot .neak at all 1 hi. i. the .entiment of mere party
men and it i. a great mi.fortune ot our time.. It is a.
greater misfortune in a free country like our. ihan in aK government like that of England. Jhere i. no
despotism on earth more intolerant, cruel, and blind tt an
the de.DOli.m of a m*jori y may be. No one man (eel. toe
responsibility of the wrong done, and men in the aggre-rr ,kel corporation., will do wha each man would
.brink from with horror if he were acting alone. 1 his ia
the reaaon why independent Journal,.m .Und. le.. chau.e
of aucce.s here than any whrre^lae. Ihe people are the
ruler*, and each party ia, for the time it hold, power, the
oeoule There are a .elect few in every community who
have the good aen.e aud cat dor to form their opinion.
with the light of comparison and under the power of fair
and free di.cua.ion i'bey are willing to read wh-.t amm
8Hva who differ, f.oin them, and then intelligent mind, are
or- pared to receive the iruih Iroui whawver aou.ee it
conies These are the tlxlt of men. Millfti wrote only
lor .uch reader., though be found more, ftuoh men are
the balance-wheel oj the machiuery of State. there is no
reliance on any other, in stormy times. When party .pint
become. luprnue liberty i. gone.

u . ,l.. We may come out of the pre.ent national peril., not
by the de.potio power of ooe party or another, but by th«
overthrow ot the military power of the rebellion, and the
prevalence of .ouud, patriotic, constitutional opiuion..
Extreme men on either aide will repudiate thi. doctrineTbey would have the count.y believe that unle.a they rule
there cau ba no .table government. Between these ex¬
treme. there i*a .tu.dy phalanx who have the law, the
ritfht and God with ihrm. If we ever have uni.;n w ih
L.eace Ihe ba.i. will be laid in .ubmis.ion to the principle.If constitutional law, a. interpreted by wber, thoughtful
mind of calm, reflecting good men

filling quotas.
The Boston Daily Advertiser confesses that it

waa not without a deep feeling of mortification that
its editors read the letter of Geo. bhertnan, ani¬
madverting on the policy of " filling the quota"
from the refuso whites and blacks of the South.
It says:
"To a community like our own, warlike, patriet.e,

bu-tl ng, and buay in nur effort, for the cau.e, M ». u^nc<.a muniiie* wh-re we we neglgenoe and id! r-uoe to
the gr. at u.ue- before «« all, ii-n Hherman . I tier must
have beeD a .lartln.g, a humiliating bl..w. And y-t ib-re
ia no reaaon to doubt ih.t in thi. I«tt-r we have af*ir view
ot tbe way io which the courseo» Ma**aebusett* i. reg^rd-<«d by abl>«, eiperi«..ced, fair-minded aud pairi -tic m litary
men. Huch opinion* mu*t be latene^ to. '1 hr-y ch»llri<grt
our attention. We cannot reply to them a. we ««>uld to
Ihe Mieer. or the malignant lalaehood. of tbe oppositionpre*.."

It is natural that fair-minded men should take
the view they do in this matter, for it is under¬
stood that tie representatives of Massachusetts in
the popular branch of Congress distinctly refused
to vote for tho repeal of the commutation clausc in
tbe preceding oonscription aot unless such repeal
was accompanied with permission to recruit in tho
Seceded States. And the Governor of Massachu¬
setts was the first to petfect his machinery for
reaping tho advantages to be had under this pro¬
vision.
The letter of Gen. Sherman has served, it would

seem, to remove from some eyes the scales which
had before prevented them from seeing this sub¬
ject in its true light. The Advertiser now says;.

.. L-t not people th,nk thftt w* c*n fcround V'" n?%t"t*r by some of our varn>u. expedient*. All .uch talk ia
f ill* Our own yung men, born and bred in our own
N,.w England, with alt the martial .pint wb;ch ha, dis¬tinguished ber aou. from Loui.burg to Petersburg with
the training, religion., mrr-.l, and mtelleeiutl, which i.
their* with tbe strength and endurance ol our northern

0 her* cannot do it. P- or white., liberated .lave., rebeloriwiner. who have t.ken the oath to get ou of prieus.
cannot Uke our place. Filling our quota will not do it
1 hat milerahle, wretched, mortifying talk we bear io much

fi,|. <Mjr nijota .what ha* that to do with tbe
wmT

'

The only thing i* to fill our arm.ea, and to All ibern
h pffiflient troop*. Oae would think lhat people bav®Tviaed a way of fill'.g the quota without filling the rai k*ff they have, *o much tbe wor.efor u.-forour reputaUoa

and lor our .ucce*.
"

THE P08TA.L MONEY ORDER SYSTEM.

The ioatruations to the postmaaters, clerka, Ac. re*

quired in the operation* of the money order ayateui au'ho-
riled under the act of Congress of the 17th of May laat
have been main y prepared by the Poet Office Department,
and are now in the band* of tbe public priner. Tbe pre¬
parations of the inatructiooa waa fund to be a work of
exceeding intricacy, tbe principal enibarraa«ment« being
tbe want of a central Metropolitan Bank, with local
brtoohci, to facilitate tbe prompt return of the fund* accu¬
mulating in tbe haodn of poattnaatera, or to aupply fund*in
caae of n-oea-ity. In England and in Caoada, where a

money or< cr a>atem ia in auoceaaful operation, ibey have
these bank advant gee, but m tbia country it h*a b*x»o
found oeceaaary to adopt aubetantially the Poat Office De¬
partment ay atein of draita and depoeites, uain< tbe p«it
offioea in lieu of the banka It ia oonfi tently exp-oted that
thia arrangement will mret with the requirement* Cer¬
tainly it ia the only one which can be ratde under tbe
exiating lawa. Tbe dreign of tbe Department ia lh*t <»pe-
rationa ahall commence on the I at of October, and no

effurta will be apared to acoompliah tbe commencement of
the ayetem on tnat day.

QEN. BIJRN8IDE.
Qen. Burnaide arrived in 'tbia city Tuesday morning,

in good health and apirita. It ia not oorrect, aa atated by
the telegraph, that he baa been relieved. The Court of
Inquiry in relation to tbe aeaault on Petersburg baa not
it-ported, and baa not examined any witneaaea exoept '

Generals Burnaide and Meadft. We judge that one of
tboae unfortunate military diffioultiea which teem iriaepft-
mb'e troni the service baa ariaen between Q*n.
and Qen. Bnrntide, and the latter, b«ing the aubordioate,
preferred, a« he always does, to starifio* bitnself r«ther
than to embarraae the army in the field by any contro.
veray. He tendered his resignation, which Gen Grant
refund, and alao r«fuaed to relieve him Tbe Court of
Inquiry «aa temporarily adjourned on acount of the ne-
ceaaary abaei O« of some of its members Oen Grant taeo
offered him twenty daya leave of absence by virtue of
whioh bp at home. We have no doubt thai the te»ti-
in my before tbe Court of Inquiry will acquit him ot ait
blame, and that he will soon b « called to his oil or to souu^
new ooiuuiand,.Provvltnct Jvnm*l, .^*11?,


